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participants are to be congratulated that this
high standard was maintained throughout the
report.
This excellent report will be read with
interest both by research workers and clini-
cians. It is hoped that it will provide the
stimulus to use the new techniques now avail-
able to study further the biology ofmalignant
lymphoma. The report, in contrast to most
books today, is very reasonably priced and
can be fully recommended.
J. H. SCARFFE
Cell Biology and Immunology of Leuko-
cyte Function. Ed. M. R. QUASTEL (1979)
New York: Academic Press. 959 pp.
$45 00.
This book contains the Proceedings of the
12th International Leukocyte Culture Con-
ference held in Beer Sheva, Israel, in June,
1978. In general the most useful published
proceedings are from meetings at which a
small number of well-defined topics are
examined in depth and authors are given
sufficient space to present and discuss their
results in detail. Unfortunately this book
does not fall into this category. It covers an
extremely broad field and contains over 100
papers and 10 workshop reports. Even when
subdivided into chapters and sections there is
little continuity of subject from one paper to
the next.
The book is divided into 7 chapters. The
first 2 deal with the biochemistry of lympho-
cyte activation and lymphocyte differentia-
tion, in particular thymic factors and cell-
surface markers. There follows a chapter on
regulation of the immune response, with sec-
tions on genetic control, intercellular co-
operation, suppressor cells and lymphokines.
The 4th chapter is concerned with immune
reactions in vivo, with sections on cyto-
toxicity, phagocytosis, autoimmunity and
tumour immunology. The 3 final chapters
deal briefly with the interaction of viruses
and lymphocytes, lymphocyte function in
clinical disorders and radiation effects.
The results presented are ofa high standard
and the book will be useful forthose interested
in the study of lymphocyte function in vitro,
but the size of the book and the brief nature
ofthe papers make it more suitable for limited
reading and reference purposes than as an
introduction to the subject.
M. R. POTTER
Moulds, Toxins and Food. CLAUDEMOREAU
(translated with additional material by
MAURICE MOSS) (1979) Chichester: John
Wiley and Sons, 477 pp. £21.00.
This is a highly readable and comprehen-
sive account of the fungal toxins, their
chemistry, biological properties and clinical
(and veterinary) toxic natures. It is highly
readable because of the constant use of
anecdotal information derived from the
stupendous number of references, quoted in
full, to support the book. It provides a fas-
cinating account of the enormous variety
of chemical structures with, in some cases,
unusually specific biological action in a wide
variety of species. Of particular interest to
the oncologist, is the superbly detailed chap-
ter on aflatoxicosis, described as a "Formid-
able Mycotoxicosis". The detail ofits history,
its occurrence in different foodstuffs, is listed
in a very comprehensive manner, with
botanical data and drawings of the various
aspergillus species responsible. Its effects in
a wide variety of animal species, as well as
full details of the tests for the mycotoxin,
including systems based on one-day-old
ducklings, brine-shrimp larvae, zebra fish,
insects, mollusc eggs, tadpoles, living cells in
tissue culture, bacteria, moulds, algae and
higher plants. Also included are details of
extraction and purification, thin-layer chro-
matography, chemical detection, quantitative
estimations, full chemical structures of the
parent toxin and its analogues, UV spectra
and IR data. In addition, labelled-drug dis-
tribution studies, toxicity tests, and effects on
a wide range of species are separately dis-
cussed. In addition, there is a detailed his-
torical survey of the discovery and detailed
studies of the carcinogenic activity of the
aflatoxins from the 1933 observations of
Haddow and Blake to the present day.
Within the same chapter details of mechan-
isms of action at the molecular, cytological
and pharmacological levels are succinctly
described. The clinical aspects ofaflatoxicosis
and the incidence of cancer in man is beauti-
fully summarized in different countries and
related to their characteristic diets where
possible. Even therapy and detoxification
methods are detailed.
Other equally fascinating chapters discuss
clavacitoxicoses, other aspergillotoxicoses,
islanditoxicosis, penicillium toxicoses, fusario-r-I I '.) "D Z 1300K REVIEWS
toxicoses, sporodesmotoxicosis and stachy-
botryotoxicosis (of considerable interest to
animal houses).
The author has succeeded in putting to-
gether anamazing wealth ofinformation with-
out cluttering the text. It is a book to be
highlyrecommended for the purescientifically
based library as well as for that of the
Medical School. A very full index makes this
book even more valuable as an accessible
reference source.
B. W. Fox
Genetic Damage in Man caused by
Environmental Agents. Ed. KARE BERG
(1979) New York: Academic Press Inc.
511 pp. $24.00.
This volume covers proceedings of a meet-
ing, arranged by the Norwegian Academy of
Science and Letters and others, to discuss
specifically ways of detecting, monitoring,
quantitating and ultimately controlling the
exposure of man to environmental agents
which cause transmissible genetic damage.
The enormity of the task is obvious and the
various practical approaches that have been
made towards this end are thoroughly and
critically discussed in a number of papers.
The difficulties ofactually detecting effects of
environmental pollution by the methods
available were well illustrated by several
authors and, in particular, by J. German who
pointed out that tl-iere is still no evidence
that exposure to environmental chemicals
actually increases the number of embryos,
or newborn, with structural chromosome
abnormalities. Any increase would be ex-
tremely difficult to demonstrate against the
high background of spontaneous wastage of
human embryos; it is estimated that only
about 1/3 of fertilized eggs develop into live-
born offspring. Although the meeting was
specifically devoted todetecting and monitor-
ing germ-cell effects, the problems of somatic
mutation and itspossible consequence (malig-
nancy) were also covered in several papers.
Somatic chromosome-breakage appears to
show a better correlation with cancer inci-
dence than doesgerm-cell mutation. However,
even though direct mutagenic effects of
environmental agents on germ cells are diffi-
cult to prove, it clearlv emerges from papers
presented atthismeeting that it is undesirable
to expose humanpopulations to agents which
may increase the genetic load of future
generations. Presumably for this reason,
several papers onpossibleregulatory measures
are included which provide useful references.
Overall the book is well presented and the
review papers, particularly those specifically
devoted to the topic of the meeting, provide
interesting reading. Much of the information
in the 'methods' papers is however repetitive
of a number of other recently published
volumes of proceedings of meetings on
related though less specific topics.
M. Fox